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the colony on an enduring basis. It was the former of
these twin ambitions which was of the greater import-
ance to him. "The capture of fortresses," he wrote,
"the joy of battle, and the subjugation of countries is
as nothing compared to the victory of those who are
preparing for themselves crowns in heaven; the con-
version of the pagan is worth more than the conquest
of a kingdom."4

Among the early apostles who consecrated them-
selves to the task of the Canadian missions (a work
which Vincent de Paul was later to regard as one of the
greatest enterprises in fifteen centuries5) there was a
Jesuit named Paul Le Jeune. First in France, later in
Quebec, where he came in 1632, the one ambition of
this priest was to help extend the Kingdom of God by
preaching and diligently writing. Thus he undertook
to recount the deeds of which he was a witness, in the
hope that his tale would provoke the generosity of his
fellow countrymen towards this distant Canada, that
so many people persisted in regarding as a bogey with
which to scare children. In the Relation of 1635,
particularly, he called upon "tender and delicate
virgins" who burned with the desire to serve Christ and
the Church, whose ardour and zeal might prove great
enough to induce them to set sail for this "promised
land" which was New France. He expressed, too, the
hope that some great lady might be found who would
prove generous enough to "give a passport to these
Amazons of God."

The Relation of 1635  fell into the hands of the

4  Les Voyages de Cham'plam, Vol. II, p. 9.

5  Archives de VHotel Dieu de Quebec. Letter of Saint Vincent
de Paul to Mere Veronneau de Saint-Joseph.